
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Armed police officers 
 

Letter from the Convener to Police Scotland 
 
At its meeting on 29 May, the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing agreed to write to 
you seeking clarification on a number of issues relating to the decision to provide a 
standing authority for a limited number of trained armed response vehicle (ARV) 
officers to overtly deploy with sidearms. These issues are listed below. 
 

 who was responsible for proposing and taking the decision to (a) move to 
‘standing authorisation’ for ARV officers to overtly deploy with sidearms and 
(b) to enable officers on routine duties and responding to non-firearms related 
incidents to carry a firearm on foot and in public view; 

 on what criteria this decision was based; 

 whether a risk assessment was undertaken before the decision was taken 
and, if so, whether this assessment is available to the public; 

 whether a community impact assessment was undertaken before the decision 
was taken; 

 what part, if any, did this change in policy play in the compilation of local 
policing plans; 

 what regional factors, if any, were considered prior to reaching the decision; 

 whether you consider that people across Scotland were at risk prior to the 
policy being adopted; 

 how unarmed officers are expected to deal with an immediate threat as a 
result of an unexpected encounter in the absence of any ARV officers; 

 the impact of this decision on the public and their interaction with the police; 

 the impact on the safety of the public in terms of the presence of a firearm; 

 the impact on the safety of the individual police officer obliged to deal with 
routine incidents that may develop into conflict situations; 

 what instructions were issued to officers to take account of the different 
working practices and how self-authorisation was dealt with in the 
circumstances; 

 whether you consider the decision to be proportionate and necessary; and  

 whether there is any intention to review the standing authorisation and, if so, 
to what timescale.  

 
The Sub-Committee would welcome a full and clear response to these issues to 
assist in deciding whether or not a formal evidence session is required. I would be 
grateful for your response by 12 June. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing  
2 June 2014 
 


